THE QURAN EXTOLS INTELLECT

By Dr. Sayed Abdul Wudud

THE fFOURTH and
last 'au:“ttpn in gconnec
tion with * ou" critical
analysis of mysticism was)
Is mysticlsm so simple

and lnfnocen‘t a}: it ao
ts from its theorvy ‘or
A it {:an the cause o‘s
mischief. corruntion an
exploitation In the human

world under the gpuise of
\nner experience?

The theqry of mysticism m
appear mnocent and ﬂumlnz
but |n praotice mn:lcw.n and

In
* the "nnmyohohdel wers
lai to be nssociated with

t have been, and are, a poten
tial reservoir o in
the buman world. [t Is claim
ed that a mystic feels within
himself a luminous fire which
gives him powers of' perception

" unknown to others, His range
of vision, It is said, Is extend
ed beyond the place e he
lives; he can foresee (ulure
events and can see soals in
distant roglons and |n the land,
of the dead. Those claim to
have supernatural powers ap-
pears in the  garb of diviners
and sorcerers.

A diviner Is said lto possess
sccret  knowledge  concerning
the past or (he [uture derived
from the observation of ex.
termal  signs and omens, like
the flights of birds or {rom the
spirits of the dead who are
believed to give this knowledge
to these men when they me
in a state of trance. On the
other hand, sorcerers arc prac
titioners of magic who seck to
utilise the occult power inher.
ent In the unseen order [or
the benefit of men or for
their harm.
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Along side the diviners and

sorcerers there are priestly
le kpown as ‘mashaiki’

n our language who seck lo
win the favour of the divipe
man for their fellow men,
office Is usually heredit. |

also u‘{n

ary, but from
the mm personal experk

| m‘

P in our couniry
is & well-known case In this
respect. Where » pir scts In
this capacity, he assumes the
role of becoming a mouthpiece
of unknown powers.
The experience of ssession
comes in a trance which may
be induced by prolonged fast.
ing practised In solitude. It
carrles with it the powers of
heallng, of prediction, of 1o
sight enabling the ‘pir to offer
spiritual  guidance to those
who seek It Among the
‘faqira’  and ‘sadhus’ of thy
Sub-Continent the  greatest
significance ls attached to the
experlence  of ecstacy  and
trance as & means of contact
with the unseen, The ocout
rencé of & man ' lfancé WY
‘held ta ‘emanate’
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phaut Quran.
mhmtwl mqh-l .

of Allgh be wpon him)
The introgugtion aof forged
‘ahadith’ and the mystle conr
cepts. intq Islemy turped them

into an easg
o achieve
with minimum effort.

The of achieving magic
mlc by the utterances of

Quranic words has become 8
common practice and it has -
come to - bs knowd as ‘anal’
(action) Ammal (magic actors)

. | the Mystim
st 4 «u:t‘lhv ‘at-hﬂ!ﬂ
syh-con t. They are run-

ning omﬂm businesy, nal
only amongst the Ultgrate. bul
also ‘a mber
ot Hrerate  people,
spreading  inact snd supen
stitions all round,

Quran oh poelry
POBTRY AND MYSTICISM:

Most of the mystical carn-
sions are |n the poctic form

T e
o w8
iepson Judgment, =
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lec , especially the first
» sgven "Ydrak-e
lmtqg;s- e.am'ih 'ﬁ:‘ achieved
) 3 iptet

rquits and that the

cap be gained

B rifey Thert I

maarifa) re Is,
wﬂﬂ. a0 _méntjon  in
thg holy an of such ‘lnner
experience’.  Pacty related to
human Nfe have been pointed
ouf In the Quran which re
pestedly lay emphasis on o
tellect 1o be the only means
to realise them. Allama Igbal
~has used the wordy 'dil’. “isha’
and 'wf' for tpner experi-
m‘“ ich, accdr dln. to twm
are U E Ites of knowledge

A k) . In his poem
Agl aut ‘dil', In ‘Bange Dara’,
for exgmple, ‘dil'  (love) -ad-

d ‘agal’ (wigdom) In the
m-. :ords: » 1

"The height of knowledge I3
festlessness. | am the only
remedly for this aliment. The
knowledge  onginates  [rom
you and Inner experlence origl
nates from me You seek God
and | show God".

A"lﬁn It Is sald In 'Bango
Dara ‘

“The inteligel posscssey noth
byt Intormation the

only,
It tn said further:

“Inner experience I3 entitel

. atlan.  Perceptua
3 ia entigely a secr={
affalr”i B
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“People consider intellect as
thg toreh idapce  They
are upaware that ‘Insanity’ alsp
possessps sense of perception”,

He sald;

¢ d  canflict hps beon
relres in mind, the loye

mvnwltm whamm an!
the 3:“00! representing  Abu

L l;t ne"‘whu the haly

. "mn;. 'S ( ) th
apy (amongs ¢
o wgﬂll and
i o\all Wo have made for
. ) ve minde where
+ with they wpd tand nat, eyes

e, thele

fer T |
.yons ansl earth and the alterna
tion ;Kgy anc night, tm
are | slgns for men \he

% over It, men who
re' themselves the d

‘Y"‘r
contemplale {wonders ©
preat
the

ne
laws, standing, sitting &0
their sides an

o " (with the. thoisgh
m"’ldm Thou hast i |

0
created, all ‘thia withoul gur
ve

poss, Praise be to Thee

us  kngwledge to discover {he

laws fyre ta save our
selyey an destruction,’
(3: 190=191),

God's knowledge

Thus, sccording to the: holy
Quran ane knows (od only
through His  ‘signs’ which lhe
‘«mrod all over the unjyerse
t I only through intellect an
wlsdon’ that one can dl(eovct
these ‘signs’ and reach the
conclusion that there is 3 pup-
reme power with constructive
designs behind it. Such words
are often repeated in the, holy
Ouran _as “Why b yol not
excrcise your  visiomdy o
“Why do thcy notl u%e.mch
intellect.”
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it Is said thar Allama Iqgbal”
plso beligved in Wird Wazifp'
(magic eflegt of Quramc verses
as the means of achievine
materipl ends. A story rups as
follows Allama Iqbala recited
‘Aya  Karima' for fthe suc
cess of his nephew. Sheikh
liaz Ahmad, ~oen he appeas
ed in his BA. exammation
After doing so. he wrote [In
liazs father, “ljaz Is now
sure tb got through”’

There i anather stary fpbou!
Allama lgbal which th¢ autho
of Rozgar-eFaqir learnt  from,
big father. The story.-in dnel
repa as  follows, 5

Allama Igbal opce said !¢
Faqis. Sayed Najmudds (1he
fat of the apthor)?(hat I
pad learmt about the presen:
of an enlightened Faqgir at 'h
tapb af Data Ganj Bakh!
and that both of thqv‘- shoul-
go toggther to meet im anm
ask i the guestine
when Allah has promised s
cess and glory to the . Muslo
world, why Muslims fre

hackward and misegalile

round. Thus, a time was 2
painted to go and meet N

the next morning. But wh
- Faqgir Sayed Najmuddin

the Allapa at the appoin!
time ta accompany him to

tomb olnDau'OmAzBikl‘;sh ™
found him yery. much us;ubt’
ps f some tragk event had
o'ecurrod. Asked aboul « the
::‘t; Ot affairs, the  Alamg|
hcln. Look! wnat  happened
o ‘l'l;lg morning whea | .,‘
A0 ookl g g T
va&z; fold me " tha f:”;:ii:?}
Who from his sppearance, look:,
ed like  a ‘darvesh '(mysfic)
wanted 1o  see,. me. ,.Op
my permission, _ithe n':im?
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came in and lmund'hlm ;M‘
purposg  of wisit L 'The
‘darvesh' said m I l,(Ali‘
wanted to as Al cert
quqtlon and, .t ‘
here sonally, 1o um” ‘
After Ptcl:u (hc’ daryesh "
the following ‘verse ' (rom‘,‘
navi' Maulana Rum— '
" “Gufi Rumi hep blnd- §9hn
ka badan kumud
" "“Me nadam,

red ra wiran - hmud" ! &
absolutely stunnéd on i
this and when {] raised , :
head to have a§look ’t
the old man (4 had -
disappeared.. 'I" sept Ali Bal

.’roupa bul the darvesh w
) Where 1o’ be found.” (Roa
refage’ by Faqir Sayed
aheedud ' Din page 32). |
(l)‘ggTRY AND PROPHBT{

Allama Igbal also said: "Thc.

Peurrence ol poetical” ideas 1s
penodic inspiration and at

end of each bout | gOt
deptemd and cmmayw1
upnpem of epilepsy teels
he . sdme aj the end ol each
uepm; lm Fhe Allama states
} rither | that when the well-
kpqwn German poet  Goethe,
fead the German translation of
the Quran, he to0ld some of his
Mcods. “When | cead this
k, lcq tremors in my
MY ", The 'Allama said that,
n‘ mam;l ol tact, a poet
& ‘a, sort ‘ot 'nbam There
“when be reads a reveal

, another Pllcc a versq
of Nlama Iqbal P quoted as

Pocm is' 3" pm' of prophc,
¥ (RouaroFaqlr pag§
F i
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158).

' | wonder if the above-said
' stories ibout Allama Igbal
are true. If they are, then
the only thing one can say s
that such fights of imaguna
tion are possible under poets
€al oarcosis [he Allama was
indeed a most distinguished
personality on account - of
" his outstanding contribution
10 the exposition of the
+Quranic teachings and s
' constant endeavour to rouse
the Mushms of nis age from
slumber. He fought valiantly
8gainst the concepts that are
averse to Islam such as secu
larism, matenalism. capitalism
and its progeny communism,
and also against Western: de
Mucracy which 13 a negation of
Allah’s sovereignly in  human
aftairs. He also described the
Quranic  truth when he saa
“A lite of heaven or of hel
Is  the outcome ot one’s own
actions” But if even then he
had mysucal tendencies, then
these bring him down to a
level far below the one achley
ed by him as being an expon-
ent of Quranic teachings,

(Concluded)




